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Populations of Concern 

2009 in numbers 

UNHCR Regional Office in Beirut  
 
P.O.Box: 7332,  Khater Building,  
Dr. Philippe Hitti Str., Ramlet el 
Bayda, Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: +961 1 849201 
Fax: +961 1 849211  
Email: lebbe@unhcr.org 2009 UNHCR  

I N  B R I E F   
W H O  I S  A  

R E F U G E E ?  

 “A Refugee is a 
person, owing to 
well-founded fear 
of being perse-
cuted for reasons 
of race, religion, 
nationality, mem-
bership of a par-
ticular social 
group or political 
opinion, is out-
side the country 
of his nationality 
and is unable to 
or, owing to such 
fear, is unwilling 
to avail himself 
of the protection 
of that coun-
try” (Refugee 
definition in 1951 
convention) 

W H Y  N O N  

P A L E S T I N I A N  

R E F U G E E S ?  

Article 7 (C) of 
UNHCR Statute 
provides that its 
mandate shall not 
extend to a person 
who continues to 
receive protection 
or assistance from 
other organs or 
agencies of the 
United Nations. 
Therefore, Palestin-
ian refugees in 
Lebanon, Syria, 
Jordan, West Bank, 
and Gaza Strip as-
sisted by UNWRA 
do not fall under 
UNHCR’s mandate. 

Iraqi refugee woman at a tempo-

rary shelter in Lebanon. © 

UNHCR/ A.Jungrova 
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“In 2009, 

departures for 

resettlement 

almost doubled 

compared to 

2008” 

Iraqi refugee during a 

remedial class session in 

Beirut. ©UNHCR/

L.Chedrawi  

Durable solutions 

Access to services 
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Working with partners 
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Community Centres 

To be a refugee in Lebanon 

“Most refugees 

face difficulties 

in coping with 

their life in 

Lebanon”  
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Central, and South-West 

Asia. The functions of the 

Hub are to streamline re-

settlement procedures as 

well as to serve as a central 

liaison node with resettle-

ment countries. At the end 

of 2009, UNHCR activities 

in Lebanon were carried 

out by 66 staff members 

(19 International Staff, and 

47 National Staff).  

UNHCR Regional Office in 

Beirut was established in 

1963. By that time, it covered 

all of the countries in the 

Middle East. In 1986, the re-

gional office was transferred 

to Bahrain and later to 

Egypt. In 2002, the Regional 

Office was moved back to 

Beirut. In 2005, a Regional 

Resettlement Hub was estab-

lished in Beirut to cover the 

Middle East, North Africa, 

Who is UNHCR? 

 

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was established on December 14, 

1950 by the United Nations General Assembly. UNHCR was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1954 and 1981. The 

agency is mandated to lead and co-ordinate international action to protect refugees and resolve refugee problems 

worldwide. Its primary purpose is to safeguard the rights and well-being of refugees.  

The organization seeks long-term or 'durable' solutions by helping refugees repatriate to their homeland if condi-

tions warrant, by helping them to integrate in their countries of asylum or to resettle in third countries. 

In more than five decades, the agency has helped tens of millions of people restart their lives. Today, a staff of 

some 6,600 people in more than 110 countries continues to help about 34 million persons.� 

UNHCR in Lebanon 

UNHCR’s office in Lebanon 
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