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More than two years have passed on the open sit-in of the families of the detainees in Syrian 
prisons in front of ESCWA headquarters in Beirut. Since April 11, 2005,  and the families 
reside in the winter and summer, night and day, in a small tent awaiting for the mercy of the 
state officials to put an end to their tragedy. But the paradox is that their sit-in has not changed 
much in the formal side's ignoring of the case in Lebanon and Syria, in spite of promises and 
formalities that have been taken after the Syrian withdrawal from Lebanon. And this open file 
keeps being ignored and shirked from starting from the first Lebanese kidnapped in 1975 and 
until now� 
 
According to the agreement signed between Lebanon and Syria in 1951, Syria is not entitled to 
detain any Lebanese on its territory or put him/her on trial, whatever is the charge against 
him/her. But if we take into account the Universal Declaration for the protection of persons 
from enforced disappearance issued by the UN General Assembly on 18/01/1992, it is 
considered that "any act of enforced disappearance is a crime against human dignity, and 
condemned as a denial of the purposes of the Charter of the United Nations and a violation of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms contained in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights." No state is allowed to practice enforced disappearance, permit, approve or condone by 
the state as stated in Article II thereof. And that, in addition to criminal penalties applicable, 
enforced disappearance will consequently have a civil liability responsibility of the perpetrators 
and the civil liability of the State or of its authorities that organized the disappearances acts, 
accepted, approved or condoned, and without breaching to the international responsibility of 
the State concerned in accordance with the principles of international law as stated in Article V 
thereof. And it may not take any circumstances whatever, whether it is the threat of an 
outbreak of war or a state of war or internal political instability or any other public emergency 
invoked to justify enforced disappearances as stated in Article VII of it. And it is considered 
that every act of enforced disappearance is an ongoing crime constantly as the perpetrators 
practice reticence on the fate of the victim of disappearances and its place as long as these facts 
have not been clarified as stated in Article XVII of it. " 
 
According to official lists, the conditions of detention of Lebanese in Syrian prisons move 
around the motives of several elements of the Syrian army and intelligence, which dominated 
some Lebanese regions for several years, or in some allies of the Lebanese groups who later 
handed them to Syria. The arrests used to take a collective shape during conflicts fought by the 
Syrian army on the Lebanese territories with the Palestinians in camps and with the Lebanese 
army in October 1990, or during the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 1982. But the seizure of 
Lebanese in Syrian prisons began before the advent of the Syrian forces in Lebanon in 1976. 
The kidnapping of Elias Yusuf Bitar has been recorded October 25, 1975, from the Qantari 
area. According to his family, he is in Mezze prison Palestine Branch (Syria). The paradox is 
that the acts of kidnapping and detention didn't end by the end of the civil war and the no-state 
era in Lebanon, new kidnapping operations were recorded annually until the year 2000, such as 
the Lebanese George Joseph Khoury in July of that year. Before him in one year, three soldiers 
in the Lebanese army were kidnapped and they are: Ali Issa, Mohammed AL-Choufi and Izzat 
Yassin. In 1997, Rashid Hussein, Abdalla Shehady and Najib Jermany were kidnapped. Najib 
who is sentenced to death, was visited by his sister three times in Mezze prison before 
preventing her from that and the stoppage of his news. 
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If we look at the line chart of the case since 1975 and until today, we notice that the reality of 
the situation has not changed much, even after the departure of the Syrian army from Lebanon 
in 2005. 
 
The Syrian authorities committed denying the presence of Lebanese in its prisons, in spite of 
the visits of some families to their detained sons and daughters, until the wall of silence on 
both sides was broken by the former Lebanese President Elias Hraoui who recognized in 1996 
the existence of 210 Lebanese arrested by the Syrian authorities. Two years after, the Syrian 
President Bashar Assad announced that he will release 130 Lebanese and retain 25 others 
because they collaborated with Israel. The figure mentioned differed from the figure 
announced by the former Hraoui, knowing that it also differed from the number of Lebanese 
who were later released (121 Lebanese), bringing the number of Lebanese who are still 
detained 34. But the new installment, which was released in the first month of December 2000, 
included 56 Lebanese, knowing that the Lebanese government did -six months before- 
recommend the adoption of the death of all missing Lebanese in Israel, Syria and Lebanon, 
including those released, through the Committee investigating the fate of the kidnapped and 
missing persons during the civil war created by the government in January of the same year. 
 
The Syrian authorities have released secretly several times some Lebanese, including 
Mohammed Musawi, Khalil Ahmed, Ali Mazloum, Walid Estephan and Gamil Hawari in 
2000. And in 2003, it delivered the corpses of Amin Houeiss to his family in Zahleh and 
prevented them from declaring the news; they also delivered the bodies of Khalid Izzedine, 
Adel Ajuri, Joseph Zugheib and Radwan Ibrahim. 
 
Testimonies 
 
The families of the detainees have been always subjected to harassment and repression in the 
presence of the Syrian troops in Lebanon, and they were prevented from organizing protest sit-
ins, and they were also subjected to arrests. Intimidation and harassment exercised against 
them, prevented many families from the announcement of the detention of their sons in Syria 
and from the participation in the legislative committees movements supporting them. What 
confirms this is the increase of the number of the detainees declared about. The open sit-in in 
front of ESCWA since April 2005 has attracted many of the new families who dared to reveal 
the suffering of their sons, bringing the number of detainees declared about to more than 750 
detainees. The tent also formed the opportunity for a meeting between the families and some 
Lebanese detainees released from Syrian prisons who reported information about meeting a 
number of detainees after identifying them from the images attached to the wall. 
 
But the sit-in didn't lack from some aspects of the past, the families have clashed with security 
forces on April 27, 2005 in Riad Al-Solh Square, and protested in front of the parliament 
during the course of the meeting, but the protest ended with a confrontation with the Lebanese 
army, which led to casualties among the protesters. 
 
But the results of the sit-in remain subject to the turnover in the political circumstances, for that 
it did not yield to any concrete step from the two countries towards a solution despite the 
formation of the bilateral committee in June 2005 after local pressure and after information 
launched by the National Council for Truth, Justice and Reconciliation in Syria a month 
before. The information is based on 4 documents that confirm that missing Lebanese were  
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indeed in Syrian prisons. But after two years and three months on the sit-in, the suffering of the 
mothers continues under extremely complex political and security conditions. 
 

The Diary of the Tent 
 
The movement changed in the protest tent compared with the sit-in's inception. For that the 
families and the visitors and politicians in solidarity with them, do not leave the tent day and 
night. Now, two years after, the visitors are less, politicians are rare, and some families became 
fatigued after getting despaired from the State's response with them. But the tent is still 
constructed and surrounded by the photos of the detainees. Some mothers and sisters alternate 
duty in the tent, those who have not yet been tired although they come from far distances and 
leave their homes and their children and neglect their own lives until the return of the 
absentees. 
 
But the tent which kept the issue alive not yielded to a glimmer of hope to know the fate of the 
detainees, which resulted in strong relations between these parents who became eligible for 
each other in spite of their different conditions after being united by one humanitarian tragedy. 
 
The same scene is repeated daily. Mothers arrive gradually to the tent, each depending on the 
place where she lives. They come daily from Beirut and its suburbs, Mount Lebanon and 
Kasrawan and Jubail, Saida and Tripoli. 
 
Each of them carries food for the long day for all attendees. They carry food, water and basic 
daily needs. Then they spend their day in welcoming some Lebanese and foreign journalists 
and humanitarian associations and attending a weekly meeting to discuss the latest 
developments with the President of the Committee, Mr. Ghazi Aad, as well as welcoming a 
medical team from the Khiam Rehabilitation Center for the Victims of Torture each Thursday. 
They also spend their day in reading newspapers and news seeking to hear the news or 
statement of this official or that to which it may contribute to the solution of the case. More 
importantly, they find suitable refuge to complain to each other the pain and suffer that they 
share and which is similar with all. In the evening, they leave to their homes to manage 
cleaning and cooking, whereas two of them remain to sleep at night even in the coldest nights. 
And because the protest in front of the ESCWA headquarters is surrounded by tightened 
security measures to prevent cars from approaching for hundreds of meters, families are forced 
to cut long distances on foot to reach the tent and another to reach the gas station to use the 
toilet. But what was more painful was the news by members of the Lebanese Army that hit 
some families about finding the corpses of their sons, buried in the mass grave at the Ministry 
of Defense in Yarze area, i.e. only few kilometers far from them while they are awaiting for 
their return unharmed from Syrian prisons no matter how long it takes, insisting on their claim 
to uncover their fate in Syria. And there they are, near them, remains, without any initiative by 
any concerned official to disclose the place of their mass grave despite the passage of more 
than seventeen years of the incident. Sergeant martyr Joseph Mikhael (born on March 25, 
1959), was till months ago, among the Lebanese detainees in the Syrian prisons until the army 
command announced the finding of his remains in a cemetery in the Ministry of Defense, 
knowing that a telegram issued by the army command reported at the time that Yousef was not 
among the dead in 13/10/1990. In addition to the testimony of the President in charge of prison 
security Palestine branch (Syria) in the year 1994 for his brother Pierre who said that Yousef is 
indeed in Palestine prison (Syria). 
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The announcement of the presence of some missing members of the Lebanese army on that the 
day, in a cemetery in the Ministry of Defense, turned the lives of the families upside down and 
introduced doubt in their hearts towards any information from officials in Lebanon and Syria 
about the presence of their sons in the Syrian prisons, as long as the official statement issued 
by the army command at that time was stabbed allegedly. This opened the door again on wide 
prospects of doubt and despair and the fear of some from truth prevailing fearing that it would 
be a more bitter reality of their fact now. 
 
1. The mother of the detainee Bechara Roumiyyeh; Marenda Karam: 
 
Bechara (born in 1962) was arrested by the Syrian intelligence in Riyaq in March 1978. And it 
was not the first suffering of Marenda (born 1939), which began with the death of her husband 
and increased after the death of her son in a heart attack, grieving for his brother and the 
preoccupation of the rest of her sons in their own lives. After his arrest in a while, she was able 
to visit his detention center at Anjar several times and he was swollen from beatings and 
torture, until his traces disappeared and she was told that he was moved to Syria. Then she 
knew that he moved between the years 1986, 1993 and 1998 between Mezze prison, Adra and 
Tadmor where he carried number 12 in Mezze prison until the year 1998, and later on number 
14 in room number 1. Some released detainees from the Syrian prisons knew him and told his 
family about that, including Sami Khoury, Sami Abu Dia (known as Sami Hamza), Tawfiq 
Yammeen and Hussein Mohamed Abd Allah. 
 
For 29 years, Marenda is still struggling to know the fate of her son. She tried to inquire about 
him in prison centers, but she never received an answer. She even sold her jewelry and 
everything that she owned to pay some people the price of any information about Bechara, but 
then she found out that they were exploiting her. But she did not lose hope, she continued to 
claim to know his destiny in spite of all the harassment and threats that she had been exposed 
to during the domination of the Syrian intelligence in Lebanon, and intensified in the Bekaa 
region, what drove her to move from time to time to Beirut to participate in the movements of 
the families of the detainees in Syrian prisons. But "the trip to Beirut," as she says, cost her a 
lot while she was sustaining herself from growing some crops. Till the open sit-in started in 
April 2005, Marenda committed herself with it where it even became her permanent residence. 
In the tent, she spends her day and sleeps at night, especially that her only son, residing in 
Beirut, Elie, lives in a small house and his financial situation is very modest and cannot afford 
spending on her. But Bechara's mother acutely refuses to be absent from the tent even for one 
day, despite the passing of two years on the sit-in without any result about the fate of her son, 
despite her illness that increases day after day, for that she suffers from severe pain in the neck, 
back and the joints, from general weakness and weakening in the eyes, and she needs rest and 
protection. And because she does not have housing in Beirut, one of the protesting mothers 
invited her to live with temporarily in her apartment. About how she afford her living…? 
Marenda says "God arranges it; everything becomes easy for the sake of Bechara." 
 
2. The mother of the detainee Mitri Saadeh; Lamya Saadeh: 
 
One year after the disappearance of Metri in the events of October 13, 1990 in Dahr al-Wahsh 
area, Lamya Saadeh (born in 1947) received a corpse that the Lebanese army said it was her to 
son Metri, but Lamya stresses that it was not him, and because she doesn't have the ability to  
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prove what she says through DNA testing , she has not lost hope that he might be among the 
Lebanese detainees in Syrian prisons, therefore she didn't stop for many years demanding to 
know the fate of her son and participating in the movements of the families of the missing in 
Syria. 
Lamya lives in Kfarchima area which is tens of kilometers away from Beirut downtown, she 
lives with her ill husband who suffers from diabetes and her son who is supporting his parents 
with his modest physical conditions. Nevertheless, Lamya does not miss any activity for the 
families of the detainees particularly the open sit-in in front of ESCWA, where she kept on 
attending in the tent during the first year, but later she was forced to reduce her presence in the 
tent after she had neglected a little the care of her husband and after the deterioration of her 
health for that she is suffering from diabetes since the disappearance of her son Metri. In 
addition to all that, Lamya hardly affords the expenditure incurred daily to move to the sit-in 
place needing an hour to reach it. According to Lamya, her only hopes and wishes  in life is to 
reassure her heart on the fate of her son and to get the help of anyone to make the DNA testing 
to know "that the remains lying in the Family Cemetery 16 years ago are to Metri and not to a 
stranger," as her heart tells her. 
 
3. The mother of the detainee Cezar Eid; Janet Eid: 
 
The tragedy of Janet (born in 1929) was completed in the abduction of her son, Cesar 
(electrical engineer, born in 1964) from Al-Shiyah area in 1984 while he was on his way to 
finish his travel papers to work in Germany and take responsibility of the family. Her son 
disappeared years after the death of her husband and starting her way to support her four 
children; Jumana, Leila and Cesar are 3 of them. She was serving in Sidon schools to support 
them. After his abduction, her concerns became three: continue the support of her 2 daughters, 
moving in all directions to find her son and the treatment of the diseases that bubbled on her 
body (pressure, diabetes, cholesterol and pain in her feet). She asked him in the centers of the 
political parties and the militias without any result until she knew that he was transferred to 
Syria. 
 
Now, her two daughters are married and each is busy with her own life and family, as for Janet, 
she remained alone awaiting the return of her son unharmed. But Janet isolated herself years 
ago and stopped her social life and boycotted happy events and funerals and turned to the 
practice of religious rites and rituals to get the needed strength and patience. Janet confined its 
activity to participate in the movements of the families of the detainees being present always in 
the tent. Janet says that she got bored from her life and she is tired from sadness, but she does 
not want to die before reassuring on the fate of Cesar. 
 
4. The mother of the detainee Imad Yassin; Hayat Yassin: 
 
Hayat does not know Imad (born in 1959) and she has never seen him in her life, because he 
was kidnapped before her marriage with his father Ismail after the death of his mother. But she 
carried his case as if she was his true mother and toured on all the officials concerned and kept 
on participating in the movement of the families and was present all the time in the protest tent. 
Imad was abducted on 27/11/1985 in the way of his return from Jordan to Lebanon through 
Syria and his parents were able to visit him in Tadmor prison and they saw him from behind 
the iron bars. And before his mother died, she asked from his father to follow his case, but soon  
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his father was deteriorated was unable to move, and this. Hayat carried Imad's case and worked 
to support her husband and her other children. Hayat struggles in her divided life between 
managing her small business of which they live from, taking care of her ill husband and 
attending constantly in the tent. 
 
Hayat wishes that Imad would be released before the death of his father, who dreams of a 
glance at him then to die, and that her children would know their elder brother and compensate 
his suffer caused from 22 years in Syrian prisons. 
 
5. The mother of the detainees Richard and Christine Salem; Odette Salem: 
 
Life was not over for Odette (born in 1932) upon the death of her husband in 1982, because of 
the presence of her kids Richard (born in 1964) and Christine (born in 1963). She struggled 
hard to work and spend on them to complete their education until they worked in a company in 
Hamra area. In 1985, they were kidnapped on their way back to Sakiyat Al-Janzeer area where 
they live with their mother. Her two kids disappeared and she no longer has anyone in the 
world. Her parents live in Aleppo, and she has no relatives in Lebanon. The lonliness of Odette 
in her home worsened her psychological condition and increased her grief, tense and illnesses. 
She doesn't love life anymore because it was cruel on her, but she fears in the same time to die 
and leave life before she sees her kids. Odette never leaves the tent even for one moment and 
she awaits for any information about them. Odette used to think that they were among the 
missing in Lebanon, but one of the released from the Syrian prisons told her that he had seen 
them in the Syrian prisons after he saw their photos on the tent. 
 
6. The mother of the detainee Ahmad Sharkawi; Amena Hosary: 
 
Amena (born in 1933) knows who kidnapped her son Ahmed (born in 1964) before her eyes at 
Ramlet Bayda area in 1986, she also knows the place of his detention in Syria, but she forgives 
them and she does not want anything but to make sure that he is safe. None of the available 
information was of a use, she couldn't see him for even a minute after several contacts that she 
made to support her at Yarmouk camp where she moved to live with her only daughter after his 
arrest and after she knew that he was transferred to inside the Syrian prisons. But after she 
heard about the open sit-in that the families initiated in front of ESCWA two years ago, she 
decided to return to live in Lebanon specifically to participate in the sit-in despite the fact that 
her daughter and her family does not reside here. She used to spend all the time in the tent 
rather than coming and going daily from Shatila camp, where she lives in a small room, to 
avoid paying the taxi charge due to the worsening of her financial condition and her poor 
health condition, but the deterioration of her health day after day is preventing her from the 
daily attendance in the tent. She suffers from weakness in the heart, stomach ulcer, acute bent 
in the back and pain in the knees and joints that caused paralysis for her several times. Amena 
says that death is no longer far away and she doesn't care for it, on the contrary, she wishes it 
because life was ultimately tiring for her and wasn't fair since the death of her husband in 1976 
killed in the Lebanese civil war, which returned back after ten years to steal hope from her with 
the abduction of her only son, in addition to the tiresome that she suffered from for securing 
food for her young kids. 
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7. The mother of the detainee Adel Tabbaa'; Mounira Tabbaa' (died on 11/06/2007, a week 
after writing this report ): 
 
Mounira's appearance alone is sufficient to indicate the impact left by the abduction of her son 
Adel (born in 1969) in the region of Jall El-Deeb in 1985. Strong wrinkles appear on her face  
 
where sadness has been digging in it the traces of pain, and her skinny body is no longer 
helping much to continue the struggle that started it 22 years ago to know the fate of her son. 
Since then, Mounira didn't spare any official responsible asking about her son but she only 
knew that he was moved to within Syria. She had spent a lot of money to people who fooled 
her by making her believe they could lead her to him, but they lied and she lost confidence in 
most of the people, and she isolated herself far in her grief, tense and nervousness, admitting 
that she neglected her home, her husband and her only son Fayez (born in 1983), after Adel, 
who has now become her only supporter with her husband of which disease had won over him. 
Mounira says that "as soon as the open sit-in started, she forgot the whole world and no longer 
recognized anyone but the tent and the movements of the families to know the fate of their 
sons." She prefers to spend the money available with her, not to cure her different diseases 
(tumors in the chest and uterus and headache in the head), but for the taxi cost to move to the 
center of Beirut, where the protest is held, one hour far from Nakkash area where she lives, 
adding to that, the cost of the candles that she lights daily to pray for the safe return of her son. 
 
8. The mother of the detainees Ghassan and Fadi Abdo; Fatima Zayyat: 
 
The same road, which extends for several kilometers leads Fatima (born in 1941), coming and 
going on her feet from her home in Watwat area to downtown Beirut where the open sit-in is 
held, despite the severe pain in her knees, without missing a day not being in the tent. Fatima 
wonders, "How can I sit in my house, and near me mothers just like me whom their sons were 
stolen from them?  Why don't we share our grief and relief each other? ". The tent became her 
home after she hated her original home because it witnessed the abduction of her two sons, 
Ghassan (born in 1964) and Fadi (born in 1965), one after the other in front of her eyes, when 
one of the persons came asking to talk to Ghassan before taking him to an unknown destination 
and she didn't prevent him in good intention, and after two days, the same person returned back 
again asking to accompany his brother Fadi to where he is, the mother refused, but yielded 
after the conditional promise for their quick and told her about their place. But long time 
passed and she began her journey between the officials hoping that she will return them back, 
but all the promises have been in vain. And for that, the sense of responsibility does not leave 
her because she had delivered her sons to the kidnappers.  
What adds up on her pain after their abduction is the travel of her elder daughter to live with 
her husband in Canada and spending her daughter Lena and her husband throughout the day at 
work leaving her an empty home narrowing on her seeing the photos attached to the walls in all 
the rooms so as not to be far from her eyes. Fatima says that "since the abduction of her sons 
from the house, they never left it", but living with her every minute, talking to them, fixing 
their clothes and telling them about the family news. But she abstained herself from doing 
anything they love, their favorite meals, their favorite desserts and the places they loved to 
visit. Fatima feels guilt towards her daughter Lena, which was eight years old when her 
brothers were abducted, because she has early forgotten joy for her mother never shared with 
her moments of happiness in her early age, the small kid lived with the pain and grief of her 
mother and her wondering from an official to another to save her children. Even Lena (born in  
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1977) now refuses to marry and be happy before the return of her brothers, particularly since 
she carries the responsibility of her parents after their health deteriorated since the abduction of 
their children. 
 
9. The mother of the detainees Ali Al-Hajj; Adal Ghosh: 
 
Adal (born in 1937) divides her time between taking care of her ill husband, managing her 
home and her daily attendance in the tent, although she greatly suffers to reach the tent from 
her home located in Barja area, 40 kilometers away, in addition to the taxi fee, which she often 
borrows it. And she, in the most difficult conditions, insists on her presence in the tent, even if 
she is forced to neglect her home and social duties, which are no longer important to her after 
the deterioration of her psychological condition due to Ali's abduction. But she says that the 
tent slightly reduces her concerns when she shares her grief with mothers like her awaiting a 
visit of any released detainee from the Syrian prisons to show him her son's photo hoping that 
he might recognize him. She also feels that in every morning on which she heads for the tent, it 
is as if going to meet her son and bring him home. Her son Ali (born in 1967) was arrested 
from his home with his aunt's son who was subsequently released after spending 10 years in 
Tadmor and Saydenaya prisons, before Ali was transferred to an unknown destination. 
 
10. The mother of the detainees Fadi Habbal; Nazeera Ammar: 
 
Nazeera does not know from how to hope that her son Fadi (born in 1964), would be released 
safe from the Israeli prisons where she thought he was for more than 19 years or from the 
Syrian prisons as the latest information confirming the presence of her son in a secret prison 
related to the intelligence forces of Syrian identity. Fadi, who was arrested on Barbara 
checkpoint by the Lebanese Forces was subsequently released in an exchange of prisoners 
between Lebanese Islamic Dar-Al Ifta'a and the Lebanese Forces in 1986, but he didn't return 
with the released but arrested by the Syrian intelligence forces this time with other people, in 
Museum area claiming that he is Syrian Muslim and was moved to Roumieh Lebanese prison 
and then to Mazze, Tadmor and Khan Abu Shamat secret prisons. The new information 
amounted to the family in February of 2005 from one of the released, prompting his sister Zena 
to visit later on the open sit-in in the tent where she carried her brother's photo hoping that one 
of the released might recognize him. And indeed, several people had recognized Fadi and gave 
him a precise description. The mother says that the nineteen years of his abduction believing 
that he is in Israel are on one side and the past two years are on another side! Her health had 
deteriorated more, and his father was paralyzed and died grieving on his son. Since then, and 
his sister Zena tracks the released from the Syrian prisons moving in different regions that she 
doesn't know, just for any information about her brother. Nazeera always cries in grief on Fadi 
who has suffered torture from several parties in his country and outside, who was kidnapped 
and was still a student. His three brothers and their families are concerned always about Fadi, 
looking on the websites related to the Lebanese detainees in Syria and communicating with 
those concerned to resolve his case, but now their fear increased after they learned about his 
location; fear that his mother is afraid that it will grow day after day making the chance for her 
to see her son again something impossible. 
 
11. The mother of the detainees Joseph Aoun; Josephine Aoun: 
 
Josephine needs nothing from this life but to see her only son Joseph (born in 1965), the soldier 
in the Lebanese army who was kidnapped in western Bekaa area in September 1982 and  
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handed over to the Syrian forces, which transferred him to its prisons claiming he is a political 
prisoner. At that time, his parents David and Josephine went all over the Lebanese regions in 
search of their only son and sold their properties and lands which they inherited to pay for any 
information that someone might tell about their son, until they were told by senior Syrian  
 
officers that his release is impossible since he is a political prisoner. The grief on their only son 
grew with the two old people and made them carry different diseases (cardiovascular, diabetes 
and tension). The parents do not get tired from the distance of hundreds of kilometers from 
their village, Saghbin where they live in the western Bekaa, to participate in the open sit-in. 
The mother says that the tent calm her down a little when sitting with the people carrying the 
same anxieties, and she escapes from the loneliness that increases her craziness in the house 
where everything reminds her of Joseph and nothing occupies her from thinking about him. 
 
12. The mother of the detainees Jihad Eid; Sonia Eid: 
 
The most beautiful day in Sonia's life (born in 1937) is on the birthday of her son Jihad (born 
in April 29, 1970) when her children gather around her to celebrate their brother's birthday, the 
corporal in the Lebanese army who is kidnapped since October 13, 1990 from Hadath area. 
After begging a number of officials in Lebanon and Syria, she was able to visit him in the year 
1991, in Palestine Prison (Syria) for few minutes. The hardest thing that had ever happened 
with her in her life was seeing her lean son from behind the iron bars without being allowed to 
speak to him. Sonia says that these moments prevented her from sleeping many nights, and 
knowing later on from the released that he was nicknamed by Jihad the Gimp, was enough to 
cause her pressure and diabetes. Her three children Ziad, Imad and Natalie try to compensate 
for the bitterness that she suffered from, but they can not make her forget her youngster, 
"perhaps he is now underground, eating nothing but rotten bread unable to see the sun, so how 
come I laugh and enjoy my life?". Sonia says that her leadership of the movement of the 
mothers since the first day of the abduction of her son 17 years ago, and two years ago since 
the protest in the open sit-in that she daily attends crossing a distance of more than an hour, 
alleviates a lot especially when she contributes in lifting this case high out loud for many 
people inside Lebanon and abroad. 
 
13. The mother of the detainees Johnny Nassif; Violette Nassif: 
 
Violette believes that the right needs to a demander; therefore, she got more stubborn and 
insisted for the victory of the fair cause of her son not leaving any mean to ask about her son. 
She chased the Lebanese and Syrian officials and requested the assistance of European officials 
and members of The American House of Representatives to save Johnny (born in 1974), the 
soldier in the Lebanese army, who was kidnapped in October 13, 1990, until she managed after 
one year to visit him at the military branch of investigation in 1991 and 1994 before she was 
deprived from the visit and his news. Thus, she was most of who collapsed when the official 
Committee investigating the fate of missing announced in 2000 the death of all the missing. 
How can she consider him among the deceased and she had visited him twice, in addition to 
accurate information that she had received about his presence with one hundred and seventy-
six Lebanese detainees in Tadmor prison?  
 
Violette can not remember the two visits without drowning in tears for long hours. Each time 
she was able to see him for moments only, not able to utter a single word from her intense 
agitation. So far, she did not tell anyone the true feeling she had during and after seeing  
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Johnny, who was very lean with wondering non-concentrating eyes, he was as "a kind of living 
organism. God forgive the perpetrators."  
 
14. The mother of the detainees George Ghawi; Mary Ghawi: 
 
The loneliness had lead Mary (born in 1943) to receiving treatment for her deteriorated nerves. 
Her husband died in 1975, so she worked to sustain her kids whom one of them was arrested; 
George, in 1983 in Al-Shiyah area. I asked about him a lot until she was lost by the much 
information that she received from people without much result only that her son was 
transferred to Tadmor prison in Syria. After recovering from the tragedy that struck her and 
after absorbing that she probably won't see George again, her journey began with the disease; 
she spent 15 years in hospitals semi-permanently, until she ended up in several diseases 
haunting her life perhaps the most difficult is not forgetting the tragedy of her son for a 
moment. But Mary that assembled her force again and worked to sustain herself after the 
marriage of her daughter, created different hobbies that might slightly reassure her. Mary is 
famous in planting and roses; she says that nothing makes her happy since the abduction of her 
only George but looking after the garden that it preoccupies her from her deadly loneliness at 
home. Therefore, you see her interested in visits and social relations hoping that she might let 
her out from the spiral of endless thinking and sufferings. Mary says that what most concern 
her is that she might die "before determining the fate of George, who will carry his grief and 
tragedy after her?". 
 
15. The mother of the detainees Stavro Andrioti; Maggi Andrioti: 
 
Maggi has one question only, "What do I have to feel l when I hear that my only son Stavro 
(born in 1962) refuses to get out of prison because he suffers severe burns and scars and he 
more prefers to stay where he is since he suffers from severe neurological bouts and deficiency 
in the heart?. However, I can not but sit in the protest tent and join in all moves to ask all the 
people to help my son." Stavro was kidnapped in Al-Fanar area in July 1978 with a Milki 
Shamit, Antoine Tawil and Joseph Sabaa. And many officials had promised her to work for the 
release of Stavro, but all such attempts have been unsuccessful. 
 
16. The mother of the detainees George Shamoun; Kamal Shamoun: 
 
Fifty years is the age of George, the soldier in the Lebanese army, who had spent more than 
half of his age detained in the Syrian prisons. Seventy years is the age of his mother Kamal and 
she is still living the tragedy of her kidnapped son since 1979 in Shtoura in the Bekaa region 
before being transferred to Syria. The family didn't only loose her only supporter, but they lost 
the basic sustainer of the family and the peace of mind. Kamal says "every night I think about 
George, how and on what he sleeps what he eats... In winter, I blame myself for that he is 
without any doubt feeling cold and deprived of the warmth. I think of him while I am doing 
everything that he is denied from doing, how deprived he is of the most basic rights. " 
 
17. The mother of the detainees Rashid Leddawi; Khadija Leddawi: 
 
In the midst of the chaos of the civil war, Khadija (born in 1939) was moving between the 
Lebanese regions and penetrating the barriers of the Lebanese militias to search for her son 
Rashid (born in 1961) who's kidnapped since the 10th of April of 1976 in Tripoli. Khadija 
never hesitated to leave her home in Tripoli for a few days and headed for the centers and  



���������	�
��
������������������ �� �Khiam Rehabilitation Center for 
�������
�������� !�"#$%&'  The Victims Of Torture (KRC) 

 
KRC is accredited by IRCT, member of AMAN Network and International IRCT Council  

Beirut – Lebanon / Mobile: 00961 3 379612 – Phone: 00961 1 302631 – Phone&Fax: 00961 1 701692 – 

12 

 
offices of the officials of the Lebanese parties to ask about her son after learning that a 
Palestinian man took him to several places in Lebanon and then transferred him to Mazze 
prison in Syria. "Good people" as she describes them, told her that her son was in Tyr then in  
 
Sidon then in Bekaa and then in the North and they lied, but she hadn't any choice other than 
believing them and going to the end of the world to find her son. Her husband was sick when 
his son was kidnapped, and was unable to work, so she depended on her brother to help her 
cover the expenses of moving between Lebanese strange regions where she didn't know 
anyone. She tolerated cold and hunger and slept in the streets and was subjected to insults, 
beatings and maltreatment on the militias' barriers without being deterred from continuing the 
search in Lebanon until she learned that he is in Syria, so she went to all the prisons'' centers 
but non of the officials admitted the existence of Rashid. 
 
Khadija's grief is very deep, for that she says that so far, fate was too early with her tragedy 
which she is carrying since 32 years; "So how is the situation would be with my son who spent 
these years in hell!". She often sees him in her dream in pain alone suffering, but she is not 
able to provide anything to him. The family tolerated part of the grief resulted from the 
disappearance of their brother. The father and the younger son died after a few years and two 
daughters got married, whereas her elder son Nazih worked to support the family and there she 
stayed alone. 
 
Khadija is trying since the start of the open sit-in to overcome her pain (she suffers from 
headaches, pressure and ulcers), and crossing tens of kilometers from Tripoli to Beirut to 
participate and show photos of her son so that someone might recognize him and reassure her 
about his place. After returning to her home, she relaxes a little before resuming the trip of 
search for the released from the Syrian prisons to question them about her son Rashid. 
 
18. The sister of the detainees Ali Abdalla; Fatima Abdalla: 
 
If the family was reassured after one year upon the release of her son Abbas from Khiam 
prison in 1990, but the fate of her other son Ali (born in 1959) still haunts them since his 
abduction in Cola area in July 1981 by members of the Syrian intelligence. His sister Fatima 
took up his case and the sought for him where some of the released later on informed her that 
Ali was with them in the Mezze prison, the State Security Branch. Fatima says, "The hardest 
feeling is that a family is torn apart between two prisons in different places, both suffering and 
awaiting an unknown fate without guilt." Fatima used to divide her time between visiting her 
brother Abbas in Khiam prison and the search for Ali in Syria and for the released if they knew 
him. "Grief killed the mother," says Fatima as "for that it was double on her both sons, and 
nothing she can do to save them." 
 
Fatima believes that "the tent was a glimmer of hope to resolve the issue of the Lebanese 
detainees in Syria after the Syrian withdrawal, but the optimism was significantly towards the 
formal side, which used the issue to its own sake without taking into consideration the families' 
pain many years ago, which seems that it would not end soon." 
 
19. The sister of the detainees Hasan Choueib; Leila Choueib: 
 
Leila is well known among the families. She is the sad lady that neither removes her mourning 
clothes nor shows her eyes to the sun, but hides them behind her black eyeglasses sitting on  
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one of the seats as if waiting for good news or for the return of her brother Hasan. Leila (born 
in 1970) says that sadness covered the house very early because of the abduction of her brother 
Hasan (born in 1959) in May of 1976 from the family home in Wata Museitba area and was 
transferred to Aintoura area. And after 24 years of his disappearance, they knew that he is in  
 
Syria after the family had lost hope for his return or know anything about him. Since the start 
of the open sit-in, Leila met with some of the released who recognized Hasan after seeing his 
photo, saying he was with them in the Syrian prisons. Leila feels that it is no longer much 
easier after knowing the place of Hasan because the new information has thrown them into a 
greater spiral of greater without the ability to do anything. The father died after few years, the 
mother Jamila Khrizat is still fighting illness and surviving until the day of meeting her son in 
the near future and she gives hope to herself by having a same vision in her dreams seeing 
Hasan calling her and asking her help. The same for Leila, she doesn't stop seeing Hasan in her 
dreams telling her "about his conditions and the darkness where he lives and the misery he 
suffered from." Leila and her family realize that they are waiting for the truth from the 
unknown even after they knew that he was transferred to inside Syria. She mostly fears that 
"Hasan will remain their eternal grief because most of the victims of this injustice have not yet 
regained their rights." 
 
20. The relative of the detainees Gergi Hanna; Nour Hanna: 
 
Nour refuses that the cause of her husband's brother Gergi Hanna (born in 1943) dies with the 
death of his mother or the immigration of his German wife and her sons to Germany. In 
addition to that his mother recommended her to follow-up the issue while she was dying 
between her arms. Nour feels it is the responsibility of all people to claim the rights of those 
oppressed and detained outside their country without trial. Therefore, and for the sake of Gergi 
and others, she comes daily to the protest tent in downtown Beirut coming from the Jadayet 
village in Jubayl area (more than 80 km), although she still takes care and raises her three 
children and manages her own home, but the open sit-in is "her daily duty renewed with each 
day."  Gergi was lost in Tallat Khayyat area in Beirut on September 10, 1985 on his way back 
from the Lebanese University Faculty of Engineering where he was a tutor there. Then his 
family received a phone call after ten years telling them that he is in Mezze prison Palestine 
Branch (Syria), so they tried to visit him there but they were prevented from that because Gergi 
was sentenced for life and no one is allowed to visit him. This tragic end for the secret of his 
disappearance didn't end the march of his family to release him and that Nour, on behalf of the 
family, continues it without differentiating "between the responsibility of the families of the 
detainees to search for them and sadness for their fate, for that it is a national concern where 
every Lebanese and every person in the world must act to help those bereaved in their 
offspring and relatives waiting for hope from every door."  
 

Recommendations 
 
1- The disclosure of the mass graves of the victims of the Israeli occupation and Syrian tyranny 
and civil war.  
 
2- To perform the anthropological analysis and legitimacy and genetic (known primarily as 
DNA) to determine the absolute cause of death and the identity of the deceased.  
 
3- Determining the individual and official responsibilities for kidnappings acts and torture. 
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4- To uncover the fate of the missing Syrians in Lebanon and to investigate the circumstances 
of their disappearance and identify those responsible about it and punish them, particularly the 
racist practices against Syrian workers after the assassination of the martyr President Rafik 
Hariri and until today.  
 
5- To prepare a full list of all missing persons abducted by Syrian intelligence or who were 
handed over by some Lebanese parties to Syria.  
 
6- To get benefit from the Report of Receiving Complaints and consider it a judicial indictment 
against executors of disappearances acts. 
 
7- To perform an investigation with the Lebanese and Syrian officials who have practiced 
kidnappings, and to hear the testimonies of the families and the relatives of the detainees and 
the released from Syrian prisons.  
 
8- To get utilization from the information announced by the National Council for Truth, Justice 
and Reconciliation in Syria that announced on 06/05/2005 the obtaining of four documents that 
confirm that the "missing Lebanese" were indeed in Syrian prisons.  
 
9- To deliver the corpses of the deceased due to torture and determine the cause of death.  
 
10- Demanding the Syrian government to pay compensation to the families of missing persons 
and victims of torture and the released.  
 
11- Providing medical, psychological and social assistance for the families of the missing and 
for the released and the establishment of social programs to repair damage to the victims and 
families related to compensation and reintegration. 
 
The file of the missing and the disappeared can not be closed by reports and committees, 
because each missing is alive until the contrary is proved or upon receiving its corpse, and the 
truth that the families of the arbitrary disappeared are waiting for is not in preparing the names 
of the victims only but also in specifying the exact circumstances of kidnapping and forced 
disappearance and to clarify the fate of the disappeared and to declare the causes and 
responsibilities.  
 
 
June 2007    Khiam Rehabilitation Center for Victims of Torture�


